[Short-term prognosis of schizophrenia in developed and developing countries. WHO international study program].
Two years of the catamnestic study of primary schizophrenia in a number of developed and underdeveloped countries using a common technique yielded a conclusion of likehood in short-term prognosis of the disease manifested in common types of its course. Nevertheless, a range of parameters reflecting clinical and social characteristics taken into account, the prognosis proved more benign in the developing countries. In discussion the possible explanation implying an increased rate of acute manifestations of schizophrenia in developing countries is rejected, for the benign prognosis of the disease takes shape in any type of the debute, regardless of its acuteness. The role of socio-cultural factors is assumed to be most pronounced in the above prognostic divergences.